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une 6, 2008

Executive Leadership Committee
Stand Up To Cancer

Dear Members of the Executive Leadership Committee:

| want to congratulate you on your September 3, 2008 “Stand Up To Cancer™ television special
and your innovative idea of raising funds from private sources for cutting-edge cancer research.

Senator Tom Harkin and | have been, in a way, conducting our own fund raising campaign -
doubling the appropriation for the National Institutes of Health from $13 billion in 1998 to $26 billion
in 2003, Unfortunately, since that time, our efforts have fallen short, Funding for medical research has
become stagnant, not even keeping pace with inflation. Research grants have been trimmed back or
eliminated altogether. Ideas for testing bold new approaches to treating disease have been shunted to
the back burner. Worse vet, promising young investigators—the future scientific leaders—have been
discouraged from entering this field of study.

| am asking that during your private fund-raising efforts, you call on your viewers to raise their
voices and demand that funding for the National Institutes of Health be doubled once again 1o $60
billion.

Particular attention should be given to Members of Congress who have not been supportive.
such as those who voted against stem cell legislation and increases for biomedical research funding in
appropnations bills,

Once again, | commend vou for yvour efforts on behalf of myself and the millions of Americans
who are searching for new treatments in their fight against disease and disability. Together we can be
an unstoppable political force for increasing our investment in biomedical research. | thank vou for
joining me in this fight.

My Best,

Arlen Sp
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services and Education
AS/blt



